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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 


Subject:     "Clothes  Moths  and  Their  Control."     Information  from  Bureau  of 
Entomology;  menu  and  recipes  from  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  D,  A, 

Bulletin  available:    "Clothes  Moths  -and  Their  Control." 
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There  are  two  nice  recipes  on  the  menu  today,  one  for  Fried  Bananas,  and 
one  for  Prune  Whip.    You*ll  have  time  to  sharpen  your  pencils  and  hunt  up 
your  radio  notebooks,  while  I  answer  a  few  questions. 

The  first  question  is  about  moth-proof  bags.    "I  would  like  to  know,"  writes 
a  homemaker,  "whether  my  winter  clothes  will  be  safe  from  moths,  if  I  store 
the  clothes  in  so-called  moth-proof  bags." 

This  is  the  answer,  from  the  Bureau  of  Entomology:    "If  the  bags  are  not 
torn,  and  are  properly  used,  they  will  keep  moths  from  reaching  clothing. 
But  they  are  no  good  in  killing    moths  in  clothing,  when  it  is  stored  in 
the  bags.     Clothes  moths  never  cut  into  paper.     That's  why  ordinary  wrapp- 
ing paper,  or  several  thicknesses  of  newspaper,  are  just  as  good  protection 
as  paper  treated  with  tar.    If  clothes  are  free  from  moths  before  being 
wrapped  in  paper,  or  stored  in  paper  bags,  and  if  there  are  no  holes  through 
which  the  moths  can  enter,  the  clothes  will  be  safe." 

That  question  is  answered.    Herers  another  one  on  the  same  subject:  "'Please 
tell  me  how  winter  clothes  should  be  cleaned  before  they  are  stored  for 
the  summer." 

Of  course  every  neat  and  thrifty  housekeeper  stores  her  clothing  in  per- 
fect condition,  clean  and  mended,  so  that  it  will  be  ready  for  wear  the 
next  cold  season.    But  there's  another  reason  for  having  clothes  cleaned 
before  they  are  stored  —  moths  are  not  half  so  likely  to  damage  clean 
as  soiled  clothing. 

If  possible,  have  your  winter  things  dry-cleaned.     If  you  cannot  have  them 
dry-cleaned,  give  them  a  thorough  treatment  yourself.     Sponge  off  all  spots 
and  brush  and  beat  the  garments  thoroughly,  to  dislodge  any  eggs  or  larvae 
that  may  be  on  them.    Hang  the  garments  in  the  sunshine.    The  larvae  of 
moths  —  and  it  is  the  larvae  or  worms  which  eat  clothing  —  cannot  with- 
stand strong  heat. 

When  the  clothes  are  clean,  and  free  from  moths,  they  are  ready  to  store. 
The  ideal  way  to  protect  woolens,  furs,  rugs,  and  so  forth  is  to  put  them 
in  cold  storage,  but  this  is  not  always  possible.    Chests  of  red  cedar 
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heartwood,  if  properly  made  and  tight,  and  used  in  the  right  way,  are  good 
for  storage.     Cedar  chests  are  valuable  for  two  reasons  —  they  are  usually 
tightly  constructed,  and  the  fumes  given  off  by  red  cedar  heartwood  kill 
the  young  moth  larvae,  or  worms.    However,  not  even  cedar  chests  can  be 
depended  upon  to  kill  the  moths,  their  eggs,  or  the  worms  after  they  are 
one-half  to  full  grown,  or  after  they  are  3  to  4  months  old. 

According  to  the  specialists  in  the-  Bureau  of  Entomology,  our  winter  gar- 
ments will  be  quite  safe  if,  before  being  put  in  cedar  chests,  they  are 
thoroughly  cleaned,  brushed,  and  beaten,  with  special  attention  given  to 
brushing  out  pockets,  seams,  and  other  possible  hiding  places  for  worms 
or  eggs  already  on  the  garments,  and  if  the  chest  is  properly  made,  and  is 
so  tight  that  no  moths  or  larvae  can  reach  the  garments. 

IText  question:    "Is  it  true  that  only  chests  made  of  cedar  are  satisfactory 
for  storing  clothes?" 

Answer:    Any  tight  box  or  chest  is  satisfactory  for  storing  clothes  that 
have  been  given  the  necessary  preliminary  treatment  —  cleaning,  brushing, 
beating,  and  sunning.    Ordinary  firm  wrapping  paper  will  do,  or  several 
thicknesses  of  newspaper,  provided  the  folds  of  the  paper  at  the  ends  of 
the  bundles  are  bent  back  securely,  so  that  the  moths  cannot  enter  to  lay 
their  eggs.    However,  after  the  clothes  are  cleaned,  and  after  they  are 
stored  in  the  tightest  container  you  can  find,  it's  well  to  take  one  more 
precaution.    There  are  substances  on  the  market,  which,  tightly  confined, 
will  kill  all  stages  of  clothes  moths  —  old  moth,  young  moth,  caterpillars 
of  all  ages,  and  eggs.    I  shall  give  you  the  names  of  two  of  these  moth 
destroyers,  and  you  may  take  your  choice.    The  first  is  naphtha-lene  flakes. 
The  second  is  para-di-chloro-benzene  crystals.     (Spell.)     It  is  not  enough 
to  scatter  these  substances  on  shelves,  or  in  bureau  drawers.     They  must  be 
pafc  in  tight  boxes,  or  bundles,  with  the  garments  they  are  to  protect. 

IText  question:  "Will  black  pepper  and  powdered  sulphur  kill  moths  in  cloth- 
ing?" 

Answer:     They  will  not.    Let  me  give  you  a  list  of  remedies  which  are  ab- 
solutely no  good  when  it  comes  to  killing  moths.    All  these  remedies  are 
utterly  worthless:     tobacco  powder  at  all  reasonable  strengths,  lavender 
flowers,  cayene  pepper,  allspice,  black  pepper,  air-slaked  lime,  powdered 
sulphur,  salt  borax,  and  leaves  of  red  cedar,  dried  and  placed  in  clothing. 
However,  there  are  three  good  remedies  which  may  be  applied  at  home  to  kill 
moth  larvae  and  eggs  —  first,  dry  heat;  second,  hot  water;  and  third,  a 
strong  Si&ution  of  laundry  soap.    Clothing  washed  with  a  strong  solution 
of  neutral  laundry  soap  will  be  freed  from  clothes-moth  larvae  and  eggs, 
and  if  wrapped  tightly  in  paper,  as  seon  as  taken  from  the  clothes  line, 
will  remain  free  from  moths.    Hats,  and  other  articles  which  cannot  be 
wrapped  tightly  in  paper,  can  be  stored  in  ordinary  tight  cardboard  boxes. 
Seal  the  covers  with  gummed  paper. 

I  feel  that  I  have  done  my  duty  by  the  clothes  moth  for  today.     Shall  we 
change  the  subject,  and  talk  about  a  delicious  spring  menu? 
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This  is  the  dinner  suggestion  for  Monday,  April  21,  1930:    Cold  Sliced 
meat  (left  over  from  the  Easter  dinner);  Fried  Bananas;  Special  Spinach; 
Pickled  Feaches;  and  Prune  Whip. 

This  is  the  recipe  for  Pried  Bananas,  with  eight  ingredients: 


Sight  ingredients,  for  Fried  Bananas:  (Repeat). 

Select  ripe  "bananas,  remove  the  skin,  scrape  off', the  stringy  fibers,  and 
cut  the  bananas  in  half  lengthwise.    Dip  the  pieces  of  banana  into  the  batter 
made  from  the  egg,  flour,  milk,  sugar,  and  salt,  and  roll  them  in  the  bread 
crumbs.    Fry  the  bananas  until  golden  brown  in  shallow  fat,  drain  on  paper, 
keep  hot,  and  squeeze  lemon  juice  over  them  just  before  serving. 

Next,  the  "Special  Spinach."    One  of  the  hotels  here  in  Washington  has  a 
way  of  cooking  spinach  and  seasoning  it  with  cream,  which  has  became  quite 
famous.    Here  is  the  recipe:    After  the  spinach  is  washed  and  drained,  chop 
it  fine.    Then  cook  the  chopped  spinach  in  its  own  juice,  in  an  uncovered 
pan  of  course,  for  10  minutes.    Drain,  and  add  some  thick  cream,  and  salt 
and  pepper  to  season.    "Special  Spinach,"  it  is  called  on  the  menu.  When 
you  try  it,  I  think  you  too  will  agree,  it.  i_s  special  spinach. 

The  recipe  for  Prune  Whip  is  in  the  leaflet  called  "Eggs  at  Any  Meal." 
I  have  a  copy  of  the  leaflet  right  here,  and  the  recipe  is  on  page  6. 

Once  more,  let's  repeat  the  menu:    Cold  Sliced  Meat;  Fried  Uananas;  Special 
Spinach;  Pickled  Peaches;  and  Prune  Whip. 

Tuesday:     "Salads  and  Salad  Dressings." 


6  ripe  bananas 
1  egg 

l/2  cup  flour 
3/4  cup  milk 


1  tablespoon  sugar 

l/2  teaspoon  salt 

Dried  sifted  bread  crumbs,  and 

Lemon  juice 


#### 


